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concert, it was necessary for them to communicate personally or through the medium of confidential officers, that more could be done in that way in half-an-hour than by twenty letters.
Sir James St. Clair Erskine (Adjutant-General) and I were desired to wait on Lord Hood. We reached the Victory about two o'clock, and I delivered to Lord Hood General D'Aubant's message, " that a reinforcement of 600 men had arrived from Gibraltar, which enabled him to cooperate in the attack of Bastia, if from his Lordship's information of the situation of the place he deemed assistance necessary. The General had ordered us to wait on his Lordship to consult and determine what movement by the troops at St. Fiorenzo would be most effectual." Lord Hood said, " If the General had advanced ten days ago when I applied to him to show himself upon the heights, I had positive information that the place would have surrendered. Now indeed I believe he need not give himself that trouble, as Bastia must, from every account, give up in the course of six or seven days at furthest. All communication between the General and me had hitherto been in writing. I wish it to continue so. Words are often misinterpreted. The whole must come to a hearing hereafter, and what has passed between us has been sent home. I therefore must decline giving any answer to your message. If the General writes I will write him an answer." Our mission being thus ended, we changed the subject. Lord Hood expressed great displeasure at Sir ' Eobert Boyd for not having sent, besides the recruits, a complete regiment of 600 men. We stayed to dinner, and to Sir James and me he was very polite.
The night before a boat from Bastia was taken, containing wounded men and three English deserters; the letters had been thrown overboard, but were saved. They contain accounts of the scarcity of provisions, and showed that unless succoured in a few days the garrison must surrender. We returned so late that I could not make my report to the Brigadier till this morning. It was a written report, stating shortly what had passed. The Brigadier said that